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Councillors will decide all over again whether to evict gipsies 
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Back to the vote on 
traveller site fiasco 


THE illegal Dale Farm 
traveller camp saga took a 
dramatic twist today after 
it emerged councillors 
will re-vote over the mass 
eviction. 

Basildon Council mem- 
bers will receive a report 
with new information on 
travellers at the sprawling 
site, near Billericay, and at 
nearby Hovefields, 

Wickford, before voting 
again. 

The surprise move comes 
as the council prepares for 
an imminent court date for a 
judicial review of last June’s 
decision to oust hundreds of 
families from Dale Farm, at 
Oak Lane, Crays Hill. 

However, council leader 
Malcolm Buckley said the 
authority was considering a 
new vote to make their case 
watertight and make sure a 
judge could not argue the 
decision was based on old 
information. 

Sources believe the same 
decision will be reached, 
but Mr Buckley admitted 
things could change if “sig- 
nificant new information” 
was revealed in a new 
report. 

The news has sent shock- 
waves through the Crays 
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Hill and Hovefields commu- 
nities. 

Crays Hill campaigner 
I*en Gridley said: “This is 
becoming a joke. They can’t 
change their mind. They 
have made the decision and 
should stick to it and stop 
wasting taxpayers money 
with meeting after meeting.” 

Dale Farm traveller 
Richard Sheridan said: “We 
bought our own land under 
advice from Government 
acts and there is £56million 
of money available to build 
sites, but they want to spend 
£2million evicting us. 


THE long-awaited judicial 
review into traveller plots 
at Gypsy Hill* Hovefields, 
Wickford, will be heard in 
March. 

A two-day hearing is 
scheduled for London’s 
High Court on March 14 
and 15. 

The site is the first in 
the district which 
Basildon Council voted to 


“This backtrack shows the 
original decision was wrong 
because they are not happy 
it will stand up before the 
judge, so they are doing it 
again.” 

Traveller campaigner Joe 
Jones added: “It was a rash 
decision against the people, 
not planning, and it was 
based on hysteria - this 
proves that.” 

However, Hovefields Drive 
resident David Walsh wel- 
comed the move. 

He said: “Nothing has 
changed so the decision 
won’t. If they are just updat- 
ing the decision that is a 
good thing.” 

Mr Buckley added: “The 


evict and two plots were 
cleared in July before 
legal challenges prevented 
any further action. 

At the forthcoming 
development control and 
traffic management meet- 
ing, councillors are 
expected to re-vote in 
favour of the decision 
before the court hearing. 

They will also vote for 


judicial review is solely 
about the process of reach 
ing the decision. By doing 
this we will ensure the deci- 
sion has been taken on the 
most current information 
available and at the latest 
possible opportunity” 

The decision to evict 11 
plots from Gypsy Hill, 
Hovefields Drive, Wickford 
was also taken last June, 

The next development con- 
trol and traffic management 
committee meeting is 
expected to attract huge 
audiences. 

It will take place in Room 
one and two of the Basildon 
Centre on January 24 from 
7.30pm. 


the first time over what to 
do about another chunk of 
the site, called Five Acres, 
where travellers failed to 
leave in December - a 
deadline set by Deputy 
Prime Minister John 
Prescott. 

The council is expected 
to vote in favour of a third 
eviction in relation to the 
11 plots. 


Actor is 
too ill to 
attend 

STAGE and screen actor 
Corin Redgrave, who suf- 
fered a heart attack during 
the first Dale Farm vote, is 
not expected to attend the 
fresh talks. 

Friend and fellow cam- 
paigner Joe Jones said Mr 
Redgrave was still “too ill” 
to return and speak up for 
travellers. 

He said: “The lack of oxy- 
gen to the brain during the 
heart attack has affected his 
memory. 

“He does not really 
remember the initial meet- 
ing or the Dale Farm situa- 
tion. He has improved and is 
up and about, but is having 
to be trained to try to help 
with his memory.” 

The first vote was post- 
poned last June after Mr 
Redgrave collapsed during 
a passionate plea not to 
evict the travellers living at 
the site in Oak I*ane, Crays 
Hill. 


Review of plots set for March 
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